Alternative use of botulinum toxin in urology.
Botulinum toxin A is used in the treatment of lower urinary tract symptoms due to detrusor sphincter dysynergia and detrusor hyper-reflexia (neurogenic detrusor deficiency). The toxin acts by producing paralysis of muscle tissue and has been shown to be safe and effective in the treatment of conditions caused by increased muscle tonicity and spasticity. Here the literature is reviewed chronologically, the established and emerging indications for the urological use of botulinum toxin evaluated and future applications are also considered.